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Historical Note: During World War I, many women were seeking ways to be of service in the United
States while men were fighting overseas. As a result, local chapters of the American Red Cross were
organized to assist people who remained in the states. The Beadle County chapter of the American Red
Cross, started in 1917, was one of the chapters that was established. Beadle County is a small county in
South Dakota. According to the first minutes in the logbook, a group of women from the Mother’s Union
met to discuss how Beadle County could best support the Red Cross. They decided to apply for chapter
membership. The charter members were Mrs. A.M. Urquhart, Mrs. John L. Pyle, Mrs. Louis Ruvel, Mrs.
H.M. Mason, Mrs. Dennis Sauer, Mrs. J.J. Borah, Mrs. Mills, Mrs. James Byrues, and Miss Harrich.

Series/Scope and Content Note: The logbook is called “Minutes of Meetings of the Beadle County
Chapter of the American National Red Cross.” The minutes include meeting dates, attendees, and details
of discussions and plans.
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Box 001

e Logbook: “Minutes of Meetings of the Beadle County Chapter of the American National Red
Cross.”
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