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Historical Note: George W. Garand worked as a historian for the U.S. Army Medical Department
Historical Unit prior to 1975. The unit was charged with the preservation and promotion of the history of
U.S. military medicine with a focus on the Army. The celebration of the U.S.’s bicentennial provided an
opportunity to produce a manuscript outlining improvements and advances in military medicine since
the country’s founding. Garand follows medical knowledge at various points in history, what was
possible for medical personnel at each time, and how their research advanced medicine for both the
military and the public. The text emphasizes research into infectious diseases, such as yellow fever,
typhoid, and malaria. Garand is best known for his work History of the U.S. Marine Corps Operations in
WWII: Western Pacific Operations, which was written prior to this manuscript.

Series/Scope and Content Note: The manuscript, a photocopy of the original, is approximately 34 pages
long. It outlines how military medicine evolved over the previous 200 years, and how it in turn has
impacted U.S. public health. It is a product of the 200-year celebration of the founding of the U.S. and
covers 1775 to 1975. The manuscript is ordered chronologically, beginning with the Revolutionary War,
and ending with the experiences of medical personnel in Vietnam. Garand’s asserts that “...military
medicine is but an outgrowth of civilian medicine, and the knowledge of wounds and disease gained on
the battlefield and in military compounds would benefit the civilian sector.
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