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Access and Use: The Otis Historical Archives is committed to providing open access to its collections as 
far as possible within the limits of privacy and confidentiality. Access to this collection is at the discretion 
of the Otis Historical Archives and material contained within the records may be subject to review 
before access is granted. 
 
Restrictions: This collection is unrestricted. 
 
Condition: This collection may include fragile material that requires special or limited handling. 
 
Biographical Notes: Less than four months into his term, President James A. Garfield was shot at 9:30 
a.m. on July 2, 1881. This attack resulted in the President’s death 79 days later on September 19, 1881. 
He was shot by Charles J. Guiteau at the Baltimore and Potomac Railroad Station in Washington, D.C., 
and died in Elberon, New Jersey. Guiteau’s motivation was revenge against Garfield for denying him a 
political appointment. Garfield’s death was largely hastened by the treatment of his many doctors, who 
were not believers in Joseph Lister’s antisepsis work. They treated the President’s wounds with 
unsterilized hands. They also prescribed an “invalid’s diet” to the President, consisting primarily of milk 
and porridge, which did not strengthen his body. It is generally agreed that today, the President’s wound 
would likely be non-lethal but that infection, blood poisoning, and malnutrition made death inevitable in 
1881. 
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Series/Scope and Content Note: Most of these materials relate to the assassination and spinal section 
(present in the museum’s anatomical collections) of President James A. Garfield. The bulk of this 
collection includes publications written about the assassination of Garfield and the medical attention he 
received before his death. Additional material includes original documents related to the assassination 
and an original autopsy report penned by Dr. Joseph Woodward and Dr. Daniel Lamb, both of the Army 
Medical Museum. The collection also includes a drawing by Dr. Frank Baker, Assistant Demonstrator of 
Anatomy, of the Columbian University, done on July 7, 1881. This shows his conception of the path of 
the bullet that wounded Garfield and eventually killed him. It is annotated and signed by several 
doctors. 

BOX AND CONTENT LIST 
 
Box 001:  
 

00001 List of Garfield’s attending physicians. 
00002 Document – Baker’s Exploratory Drawings. 
00003 Document – Letter from Wounded, re: meeting of Garfield’s attending physicians. 
00004 Document – Memorandum to the post-mortem examination. 
00005 Document – Original papers related to the assassination and specimens of President 

James A. Garfield, 1881. 
00006 Document – Photocopied Illustrations of Garfield’s physicians. 
00007 Document – Record of the post-mortem examination of the body of President J.A. 

Garfield, September 20, 1881. 
00008 Literature – Abstract of a Paper to be Presented Before the Ohio Medical Historical 

Society, Columbus, Ohio, 15 April 1950. 
00009 Literature – “The Assassination of President Garfield,” November 1959. 
00010 Literature – Clinicopathologic Conference, 7 October 1954. 
00011 Literature – President Garfield Temperature Chart. 
00012 Literature – Quotations re: case of President Garfield…, 28 January 1955. 
00013 Literature – “Two Lives, Medical Failures, and Two Autopsies.” 
00014 Photographs – Illustration of Garfield’s vertebral section. 
00015 Publication – “The Assassination and Gunshot Wound of President James A. Garfield” 

March 1951. 
00016 Publication – “The Assassination of President James A. Garfield.” 
00017 Publication – “Clinical Study of the Case of President James Abram Garfield,” 1894. 
00018 Publication – “Death of a President and his Assassin,” Journal of the History of the 

Neurosciences, Vol 15, 2006. 
00019 Publication – “The Death of President Garfield,” Bulletin of the History of Medicine, Vol 

24, 1950. 
00020 Publication – “Fatal Spinal Cord Injury of the 20th President of the United States…” Journal 

of Spinal Cord Medicine, Vol 27, No., 2004. 
00021 Publication – “The Garfield Case,” The Daily Union, 14 October 1881. 
00022 Publication – “In Charge of the President,” Harper’s Weekly, July 23, 1881. 
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00023 Publication – Newspaper clippings related to President James A. Garfield. 
00024 Publication – “President Garfield,” Medical Record, 1881 (6 April 1950) 
00025 Publication – “President Garfield’s Two Months of Agony,” Old Farmer’s Almanac, 1989. 
00026 Publication – “The Problem of the President’s Bullet,” Surgery, Gynecology, and 

Obstetrics, Vol 92, May 1951. 
00027 Publication – “Record of the Post-Mortem Examination of the Body of President J.A. 

Garfield…” American Journal of Medical Science, 1881. 
00028 Publication – “Reference to story of President Garfield’s assassination,” The Medical 

Record, Vol 20, 1881. 
00029 Publication – Review of “Upon the Electrical Experiments…,” 1882. 
00030 Publication – “Upon the Electrical Experiments to Determine the Location of the Late 

President Garfield…,” 1882. 
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