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Historical Note: Surgeon General William Hammond established the Army Medical Museum in 1862
with the express purpose of creating an organization for the collection of specimens for research in
military medicine and surgery during the Civil War and to provide the basis for the six-volume text, the
Medical and Surgical History of the War of Rebellion (MSHWR). This undertaking was announced to the
Army Medical Department on June 9, 1862, and Circular No. 5 requested cases and patient data from
medical officers.

MSHWR, in its research and eventual publication, was the work of staff at the Army Medical Museum. It
was published in phases, as sections were completed, between 1870 and 1888. The purpose of MSHWR
was to comprehensively study battlefield medicine, both illness and injury, during the Civil War. The
data for MSHWR came almost entirely from surgeons on the battlefield, and later pension records and
updates from patients. The text synthesized statistical data describing diseases that ravaged both the
Union and Confederate armies, alongside case studies that discussed the treatment of wounds and
included individual patient histories and follow-up spanning decades. Later editions were titled the
Medical and Surgical History of the Civil War.

Scope and Content Note: This collection consists of internal documents from the Army Medical
Museum, including correspondence, financial records, cost estimates, and patient lists relating to the
creation of MSHWR.
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BOX AND CONTENT LIST

Box 001

00001 Receipt for donation of surgical instruments

00002 Records of estimates of production costs, allocation of funds, and payment of costs for
Medical and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion

Undated: cost estimates for lithographs, woodcuts of vol. 3, Medical & Surgical History
Undated: costs of Dr. Otis and Dr. Woodward

Undated: envelope: “Estimates for finishing plates & engraving of 3rd Surgical Volume”
Jan 25, 1867 — April 30, 1867 — Statement of Disbursements on account of the Medical
and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion

Jan 23, 1867 — April 2, 1867 — Expenditures on account of the Medical and Surgical
History of the War of the Rebellion

Sept 6, 1875 — Allocation of appropriations to Drs. Otis and Woodward for production
costs of the Medical and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion

March 28, 1877 — Allocation of funds to Drs. Otis and Woodward for the Medical and
Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion made Sept 6, 1875

March 28, 1877 — Estimate for completion of 3rd Surgical Volume (lithographs,
woodcuts, et al.)

March 29, 1877 — Allotments of appropriations for the Medical and Surgical History of
the War of the Rebellion, Asst. Surgeon Gen. Charles Crane

Undated: Estimate for plates to complete the 3rd Medical Volume

June 20, 1881 — Estimate and proposals for plates to complete the 3rd Medical Volume
Jan 5, 1884 — Cost estimate for lithographs by Sinclair

00003 Medical and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion: Patient Lists

Hip joint and femur cases

Patient case record inquiries: AMM specimens 1602, 1967, 3632, 3488, 1942, 622, 1960,
3049

Patient case record inquiries

00004 Medical and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion: Patient Lists

Patient case record inquiries
Patient case record inquiries: Double amputation — leg & foot
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