
OHA 171.45 
2011.0027 

Page 1 of 3 
 

Ed: 11/2024--LEC 

National Museum of Health and Medicine 

Otis Historical Archives 
2500 Linden Lane 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
301-319-3300 
medicalmuseum.health.mil 

OHA 171.45 
Giant Pigmented Nevus Study Lantern Slides 

 
Accession Number: 2011.0027 
 
Date of Records: 1940s-1960s 
 
Size: 5 boxes, 1 ½ linear feet 
 
Finding Aid by: Helen Macqueen (2019)  
 
Access and Use: The Otis Historical Archives is committed to providing open access to its collections as 
far as possible within the limits of privacy and confidentiality. Some of the records may contain 
restricted material. Access to this collection is at the discretion of the Otis Historical Archives and 
material contained within the records may be subject to review before access is granted. 
 
Restrictions: This collection is unrestricted. 

Condition: No issues. 

Historical Note: The lantern slides in this collection are from a nevus study by Dr. Melvin Bergfeld and 
used by Dr. Elson Helwig. Both men were on staff at the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology.  
 
A nevus is the medical term for a mole. Melanocytic nevi, or pigmented moles, are usually benign (non-
cancerous) lesions on the skin that occur when cells in the skin grow in a cluster due to a local 
proliferation of pigment cells (melanocytes). Nevi can appear anywhere on the body. A giant pigmented 
nevus is generally referred to medically as ‘giant melanocytic nevus.’ These moles are present from birth 
and larger than 15 inches when they stop growing. 
 
 
Series/Scope and Content Note: The lantern slides in this collection document pigmented nevi on the 
microscopic level. Some slides may include AFIP accession numbers. Slides are arranged by numeric ID 
and include any additional notes.  
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Box 001:  
 

00001. 293455 
00002. 358071 
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00003. 490522 
00004. 517297 
00005. 535854 
00006. 611202 
00007. 635388 
00008. 648302 
00009. 738002 
00010. 752578 
00011. 769967 
00012. 796199 
00013. 796200 
00014. 904095 

 
Box 002: 
 

00001. 913522 
00002. 951584 
00003. 952729 
00004. 992257 
00005. 993423 
00006. 1051942 GPN, MM, MMM-LN 
00007. 1076640 GPN, CNS-MM 

 
Box 003:  
 

00001. 1076640 GPN, CNS-MM 
00002. 1123774 
00003. 116142 
00004. 1175406 
00005. 1186596 
00006. 1190076 
00007. 1265027 
00008. 1284716 

 
Box 004:  
 

00001. 1284716 
00002. 1288715 
00003. 1295548 
00004. 1296481 
00005. 1315731 
00006. 1315798 
00007. 1368212 
00008. 1380060 
00009. 1386611 
00010. 1393658 
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Box 005:  
 

00001. 1393658 
00002. 1398063 
00003. 1397962 
00004. 1400340 
00005. 1401716 
00006. 1409133 GPN, Hemangioma, MM-Perineum 
00007. 1417977 Lund’s Case 
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