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Biographical Note: Dr. Clara S. Ludlow was born in 1852 to Jacob Rapelyea and Anna Mary Ludlow two 
years after they moved from New Jersey to Easton, PA. Jacob Ludlow was a prominent Easton physician 
who served as a medical officer during the Civil War. He practiced in Knoxville, TN, for a short period 
after the war, but by 1870, he was back in Easton, where he practiced until his death in 1904. Henry 
Hunt Ludlow, one of Clara’s brothers, was a prominent West Point colonel. Clara’s visit to Henry in 1901 
in the Philippines was reportedly the starting point of her interest in mosquitoes. Another brother, David 
Hunt Ludlow, was a physician who joined his father in medical practice in Easton in 1896. 
 
Ludlow enrolled at the prestigious New England Conservatory of Music in 1877, where she specialized in 
piano and singing, graduating in 1879. Very little is known of her life over the course of the next 18 
years. It is believed that she taught music and did concert work. In 1897, Ludlow, 45 years old, enrolled 
in the all-male Mississippi Agricultural and Mechanical College. She received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in agriculture in 1900 and a Master of Science degree in botany in 1901. 
 
After graduation in 1901, Clara visited her brother, Capt. Henry H. Ludlow, an artillery officer stationed 
in Manila, Philippine Islands, where she began her research on mosquito taxonomy and an association 
with the military that would last the rest of her life. With the support of the Army, she began collecting 
specimens from Army posts around the world. In April 1904, she was assigned to the Army Medical 
Museum in Washington, D.C. From 1905 to 1911, Ludlow worked as a lecturer in medical entomology at 
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the Army Medical Museum and was a graduate student and staff member at George Washington 
University. She received her doctorate in February 1908 at 55.  
 
In 1908, Ludlow was elected to active membership in the American Society of Tropical Medicine. She 
was the first woman and the first non-physician scientist member of the society. She spent one year, 
1909-1910, in medical school. From 1908 until 1911, she also taught histology and embryology at GWU. 
During this period, she published 20 of her 53 papers, all on mosquitoes. She went on to serve as 
anatomist at the Army Medical Museum, and later as its chief entomologist, while she continued to 
receive and identify specimens sent in by Army surgeons. After an illness in 1919, she published only 
four papers from 1920 through 1924. Ludlow died of cancer in 1924. Her eulogy at All Souls Unitarian 
Church was given by Maj. Gen. James F. Coupal, personal physician to President Calvin Coolidge and her 
supervisor at the museum. As a tribute to her service, she is buried in Arlington National Cemetery. 
Ludlow was the first woman known to have published extensively on the taxonomy of mosquitoes and 
their occurrence in relation to the incidence of mosquito-borne diseases. She forged a pioneering career 
in medical entomology during a time when women were rare among the ranks of entomologists and the 
military. 
 
Scope and Content Note: Records include correspondence, notes, reports, logbooks, and other research 
materials of Dr. Clara S. Ludlow, the museum's chief entomologist. Ludlow's research centered on 
identifying mosquitoes, including a project working with specimens sent in from military posts, which 
resulted in a museum film in 1918, "Mosquito Eradication." 
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