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Access and Use: The Otis Historical Archives is committed to providing open access to its collections as 
far as possible within the limits of privacy and confidentiality. Access to this collection is at the discretion 
of the Otis Historical Archives and material contained within the records may be subject to review 
before access is granted. 
 
Restrictions: This collection is unrestricted. 

Condition: This collection may include fragile material that requires special or limited handling. 

Historical Note: This collection is part of the curatorial records section of the Otis Historical Archives. 
This section and specific collection (OHA 18) relate to the early history of the Army Medical Museum 
(AMM), now the National Museum of Health and Medicine (NMHM). The AMM was established in 1862, 
at the beginning of the Civil War, to document battlefield medicine, trauma, and pathology through the 
collection of records, specimens, and artifacts. The curatorial records document the mission, work, and 
day-to-day activities of the museum through the end of World War II, when the museum became a 
component of the Army Institute of Pathology, later the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology. 
 
Scope and Content Note: This collection contains three scrapbooks about the Medical and Surgical 
History of the War of the Rebellion (MSHWR), the Catalogue of the Army Medical Museum, photographs 
of surgical cases and specimens, as well as circulars distributed by the Surgeon General’s Office. Most of 
the three bound volumes include original letters acknowledging the receipt of the texts or photographs, 
including many from France.  

Notices regarding The Medical and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion also include original 
articles written in medical publications of the time. Such reviews are overwhelmingly positive and praise 
the multi-volume text as a thorough and well-crafted consolidation of the medical and surgical 
information accrued from cases and specimens collected during the war. Articles vary in length, but 
most offer a comprehensive analysis of the text’s value to medical science and as a commemoration of 
the Civil War. 
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BOX AND CONTENT LIST 
 
Box 001 

• Notices of Surgical Photographs, 1868-1870 [Scrapbook] 
• Acknowledgements of the Catalogue of the Army Medical Museum or of the Office 

collectively or of the Surgeon General’s Annual Reports, also Letters of transmission of 
Publications sent in Exchange, 1868-1870 [Scrapbook] 

   
Box 002 

• Notices of MSHWR, 1873-1875 [Scrapbook] 
• Notices of MSHWR: Removed correspondence 6/16/86 
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