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Historical Note: The first Army dental program began in 1872, when a hospital steward was granted 
written orders to provide dental care as part of his duties. This expanded to other stewards at other 
Army institutions, but the program did not grow significantly until the early 20th century. The start of 
World War I necessitated a large-scale mobilization and deployment of troops. The number of dental 
officers on active duty increased from 86 in April 1917 to 4,620 as of November 1917. These dental 
officers adapted to the stressful wartime conditions by using mobile clinic facilities and equipment that 
could be taken into the field.  
 
The wartime contributions of the Dental Corps did not go unnoticed. In 1922, the Army Dental School 
was established at the Walter Reed Army Hospital in Washington, D.C. However, with the beginning of 
World War II, the Army still focused on the concept of individual unit support for dental services, instead 
of dentists providing services to an area. Dentists had to rely on small, inefficient field kits and could not 
fully meet the needs of their personnel. This approach persisted through most of World War II and the 
Korean War. 
 
Later, the concept of aerial dental support emerged and was used during the Vietnam War. Instead of 
being assigned to a unit, dentists would be stationed in a dental command and would have an area to 
serve, typically behind front lines and therefore less transient in nature. This allowed for more complex 
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and capable equipment to be used to treat patients. In addition, the implementation of general oral 
health checks assisted with avoiding larger scale oral health problems.  
 
Works Consulted: 
Lynch, Charles. The Medical Department of the United States Army in the World War. Vol. 1. 
Washington: Government Printing Office, 1921. Chapter IV: Dental Division, Surgeon General's Office. 
 
Office of Medical History U.S. Army Dental Corps History. History of the U.S. Army Dental Corps Brief. 
September 18, 2017. Accessed January 10, 2019. 
https://history.amedd.army.mil/corps/dental/dental.html. 
 
Series/Scope and Content Note: This unpublished manuscript by Ronald K. Miller is dated December 22, 
1967. It describes the history of the Army Dental Corps and the use of dental stewards in military 
medicine. It also contains numerous photographs of dental field equipment. These photographs are 
used to illustrate the use and effectiveness of field equipment, with the aim of examining dental corps 
field equipment qualitatively and whether it was adequate for maintaining dental health in the military.  
 
BOX AND CONTENT LIST 
 
Box 001: 
 

00001 Miller, Ronald K. History of the Dental Field Equipment: Qualitative Materiel Development 
for Field Dental Equipment. 1967. Unpublished manuscript. 

 
00002 24 photos relating to dental surgery and dental service personnel in the midst of their 

duties, numbered 70-11751-1 to 70-11751-24 
   
00003 18 photos relating to dental surgery and cross sections of tooth development and growth, 

numbered 218860-1 to 218860-4, 70-11750-1 to 70-11750-10.  
   
00004 17 photos relating to dental surgery and dental service instruction, numbered 70-11751-64 

to 70-11751-81.  
   
00005 19 photos relating to dental surgery and dental service equipment, numbered 70-11751-44 

to 70-11751-63.  
   
00006 18 photos relating to dental surgery, dental reconstruction, numbered 70-11751-25 to 70-

11751-43.  
   
00007 37 photos and graphics related to dental structures and anatomy, numbered AMS-323-1 to 

AMS-323-37, 1/12/1950. 
   
00008 Unlabeled and unnumbered photos, related to dental service equipment, techniques for 

creating dentures and other dental implants. 
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00009 31 photos and several negatives numbered 34770 (41201), 61-515-1, C-44-625-3, D4516-
222ds, D45416-216A, C44-624-4, AC/218262, 95300-A. 
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