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Access and Use: The Otis Historical Archives is committed to providing open access to its collections as 
far as possible within the limits of privacy and confidentiality. Some of the records may contain 
restricted material. Access to this collection is at the discretion of the Otis Historical Archives and 
material contained within the records may be subject to review before access is granted. 

Restrictions: This collection is unrestricted. 

Condition: This collection may include fragile material that requires special or limited handling. 

Historical Note: This collection is part of the curatorial records section of the Otis Historical Archives. 
This section and specific collection (OHA 23) relate to the early history of the Army Medical Museum 
(AMM), now the National Museum of Health and Medicine (NMHM). The AMM was established in 1862, 
at the beginning of the Civil War, to document battlefield medicine, trauma, and pathology through the 
collection of records, specimens, and artifacts. The curatorial records document the mission, work, and 
day-to-day activities of the museum through the end of World War II, when the museum became a 
component of the Army Institute of Pathology, later the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology. 

Scope and Content Note: This collection consists of the reports to Army Medical Museum curators 
George A. Otis and John S. Billings. Topics include anthropometry and fire extinguishing procedures from 
assistant surgeon Washington Matthews; weekly work reports from photographer C.F. Blacklidge; 
monthly reports from several departments; and an ethnological report from assistant surgeon H.C. 
Yarrow to the director of the Smithsonian Institution’s Bureau of Ethnology, John Wesley Powell. 
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To Billings from Washington Mathews; Oct. 1886: “Description of experiments relative 
to the measurements of cranial capacity using water.” 

To Billings from Washington Mathews, March 21, 1887: “Report on apparatus for 
drawing the contours of the interior of the skull.” 

To Billings from Washington Mathews, July 1, 1886: “Description of apparatus used at 
AAM for tracing skulls.” 

To Billings from Washington Mathews; March 23, 1887: “Apparatus for determining the 
angle of torsion of humerus Columbian Exposition.” 

To Billings from Washington Mathews; February 28, 1887: “Reports on apparatus for 
extinguishing fires in case of accident at Army Medical Museum Feb 1887-June 1887.” 

Monthly reports of AMM departments, 1864-1884 

To Billings from C.F. Blacklidge: Weekly reports March 1887-July 1887 

To Billings from C.F. Blacklidge: Weekly work reports Oct. 1889-Dec. 1889 

To Billings from C.F. Blacklidge: Weekly work report Jan. 1890-Dec. 1890 

To Billings from C.F. Blacklidge: Weekly work reports Jan. 1891-Aug. 1892 

To John Wesley Powell, Director, Bureau of Ethnology, Ethnological Report, from H.C. 
Yarrow, Acting Assistant Surgeon, USA: Fiscal year ending 30 June 1885 (1 of 8) 

To John Wesley Powell, Director, Bureau of Ethnology, Ethnological Report, from H.C. 
Yarrow, Acting Assistant Surgeon, USA: Fiscal year ending 30 June 1885 (2 of 8) 

To John Wesley Powell, Director, Bureau of Ethnology, Ethnological Report, from H.C. 
Yarrow, Acting Assistant Surgeon, USA: Fiscal year ending 30 June 1885 (3 of 8) 

To John Wesley Powell, Director, Bureau of Ethnology, Ethnological Report, from H.C. 
Yarrow, Acting Assistant Surgeon, USA: Fiscal year ending 30 June 1885 (4 of 8) 

To John Wesley Powell, Director, Bureau of Ethnology, Ethnological Report, from H.C. 
Yarrow, Acting Assistant Surgeon, USA: Fiscal year ending 30 June 1885 (5 of 8) 
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00016 To John Wesley Powell, Director, Bureau of Ethnology, Ethnological Report, from H.C. 
Yarrow, Acting Assistant Surgeon, USA: Fiscal year ending 30 June 1885 (6 of 8) 

00017 To John Wesley Powell, Director, Bureau of Ethnology, Ethnological Report, from H.C. 
Yarrow, Acting Assistant Surgeon, USA: Fiscal year ending 30 June 1885 (7 of 8) 

00018 To John Wesley Powell, Director, Bureau of Ethnology, Ethnological Report, from H.C. 
Yarrow, Acting Assistant Surgeon, USA: Fiscal year ending 30 June 1885 (8 of 8) 
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