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Access and Use: The Otis Historical Archives is committed to providing open access to its collections as 
far as possible within the limits of privacy and confidentiality. Access to this collection is at the discretion 
of the Otis Historical Archives and material contained within the records may be subject to review 
before access is granted. 
 
Restrictions: This collection is partially restricted due to patient privacy. Restricted materials are noted 
in the box and content list. 

Condition: No issues. 

Historical Note: This collection documents the history of asbestos-related illnesses at the Pittsburgh-
Corning plant in Tyler, Texas. In 1954, a Union Asbestos and Rubber Plant opened in Tyler. It was sold to 
the Pittsburgh-Corning Corp. in 1962. The new owners requested that the Industrial Hygiene Foundation 
of America evaluate asbestos hazards in the plant, as the company manufactured asbestos pipe 
insulation materials. The first evaluation and several more made between 1963 and 1969 raised no 
alarms about the health of the workers, and no significant changes were made in the level of asbestos to 
which workers were exposed.   
 
Finally, in 1971, the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) cited numerous, 
major deficiencies in plant safety and observed that workers had symptoms associated with asbestosis. 
Rather than upgrade the plant to NIOSH standards, Pittsburgh-Corning Corp. closed the Tyler location in 
1972. The 63 workers employed at the time of its closing, along with 832 men who had worked there 
during its years of operation (some sources cite 1,130 men), were all exposed to high levels of asbestos 
fibers in the plant. Prior to trial, a 20-million-dollar settlement was reached, which was used to 
compensate many of the employees. 
 
In 1974, the National Cancer Institute awarded the University of Texas Health Center at Tyler a contract 
to establish a medical surveillance model that would follow the cohort of workers from the Tyler plant. 
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The goal was to develop and evaluate a cancer control model in a group with significant occupational 
exposure to be used for other similar incidents. The model, titled the Tyler Asbestos Workers Project 
(TAWP), consisted of semi-annual examinations of the workers, including medical history 
(questionnaire), physical examination, sputum cytopathology, chest X-ray, and pulmonary function 
studies.  
 
The cohort of men exposed in Tyler, Texas, were “…important and unusual because it [the plant] used 
amosite as the only asbestiform mineral in the production process. High level exposure of such a specific 
type was documented through industrial hygiene surveys in the plant.” (Levin). Amosite asbestos was 
the predominant commercial amphibole used in the United States. In 1979, a paper outlining the 
development of the protocol for the study was published in the Archives of Environmental Health.  
 
An analysis of more than 30 years of data was published in Occupational and Environmental Medicine in 
1998. The study compared the causes of death for a selection of Tyler workers and the general U.S. 
population. Unsurprisingly, the study showed a higher level of deaths due to various respiratory cancers 
in the Tyler cohort, as well as cases of pleural and peritoneal mesotheliomas. It definitively confirmed a 
link between amosite asbestos and the malignancies in the Tyler workers. 
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Series/Scope and Content Note: This collection consists of patient examination notes and clinical data 
charts for 57 men who were exposed to asbestos at the Tyler plant, as well as control subjects.  The 
records compare patient observations and quantitative data collected by “Tyler” and “AFIP” teams, and 
then show that a single judgement was reached between the doctors. The final data charts reflect this 
agreement. These records indicate that at some point, the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) 
consulted with doctors in Tyler, or conducted a separate survey of patients, but the details of the work 
are not clear. They may have worked in conjunction with a team from NIOSH, which conducted a survey 
in October 1971. Records indicate that tissue samples from patients in Tyler were added to the AFIP 
repository. 
 
BOX AND CONTENT LIST 

Box 001:  
 

00001 Patient examination notes, annotated photocopies, RESTRICTED. 
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00002 Clinical data charts for 57 patients, original notes, and two photocopies, RESTRICTED. 
 
00003 Clinical data charts for 57 patients, computer-generated, 10 copies, RESTRICTED. 
 
00004 Clinical data charts for 57 patients, computer-generated, 10 copies. No patient names 

present. 
 
00005 Clinical data charts for 57 patients, original notes, and two photocopies. No patient 

names present. 
 
00006 Clinical data charts for control subjects, version with expanded data collection, originals 

and photocopies. No patient names present. 
 
00007 Clinical data charts for control subjects, version with condensed data, originals and 

photocopies. No patient names present. 
 
00008 Differences in judgement and observation for Tyler and AFIP. 
 
00009 Information about AFIP accessions from Tyler, Texas, RESTRICTED. 
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