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Access and Use: The Otis Historical Archives is committed to providing open access to its collections as 
far as possible within the limits of privacy and confidentiality. Access to this collection is at the discretion 
of the Otis Historical Archives and material contained within the records may be subject to review 
before access is granted.   
 
Restrictions: This collection is unrestricted. 

Condition: No issues. 

Historical Note: This collection includes records related to the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology 
(AFIP). AFIP evolved out of the Army Medical Museum (AMM), and since the end of World War II is 
known as the National Museum of Health and Medicine. Its creation reflected the newly expanded field 
of pathology, specifically the development of sub-specializations. At that time, the AMM, along with 
other organizations, became assets of the AFIP. Most records relate to the AFIP’s primary mission to 
provide diagnostic consultations on pathologic specimens from military, veteran, and civilian 
populations. Specimens acquired by AFIP included a variety of materials, including gross and microscopic 
tissue, dry and formalin-fixed, and paraffin blocks. AFIP’s pathologists focused on diagnostically difficult 
cases and were also on-call for emergencies and mass casualty events. Specialized divisions included 
hepatic pathology, infectious and parasitic disease pathology, ophthalmic pathology, environmental 
toxicology, orthopedic pathology, dermatopathology, and radiologic pathology. As a continuation of 
AMM’s origins in pathology, AFIP transferred many specimens, much documentation, artifacts, and 
archival records to the museum. Therefore, the history of AFIP is extensively documented in the 
collections of NMHM. AFIP was disestablished under the Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
(BRAC) proposal of 2005 and was officially closed on September 15, 2011. 
 
Scope and Content Note: The photographs in this collection are primarily publicity photos of the Armed 
Forces Institute of Pathology events and staff. It also includes some historical photographs of military 
medicine, clippings, and scrapbook ephemera. While most of the albums are labeled, many of the 
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photographs are unlabeled.  The title of the folders reflects the original title of the album wherever 
possible, otherwise the title is intended to be descriptive of contents. 

BOX AND CONTENT LIST 
 
Box 001: 

00001 AFIP work, organization, activities (ca. 1950s) [1 of 2] 
00002 AFIP Work, organization, activities (ca. 1950s) [2 of 2] 
00003 AFIP photos with captions, ca. 1960s 
00004 AFIP events and ceremonies, 1960s 
00005 AFIP photos and scrapbook, 1962-64 
00006 AFIP photos, 1964 (with labels) 
00007 AFIP scrapbook with clippings and photos, 1964 
00008 AFIP flag ceremony, 1964 
00009 AFIP photos, Jan-Apr. 1965 (with labels) 
00010 AFIP photos, May-July 1965 (with labels) 

Box 002: 

00001 AFIP awards and commemorations, 1963-67 
00002 AFIP photos, 1965-66, awards (with labels) 
00003 AFIP photos, 1966 
00004 AFIP photos, ca. 1967 
00005 AFIP groundbreaking for annex, 1968 
00006 Old AFIP photos, Vol. I, ca. 1964 
00007 Old AFIP photos, Vol. II, ca. 1965 
00008 Old AFIP photos, Vol. III, 1960s 
00009 Old AFIP photos, Vol. IV, 1960s 
00010 Old AFIP photos, Vol. V, with name list 
00011 AFIP photos from ceremony (Color)   
00012 AFIP events, ca. 1978-82 
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