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Access and Use: The Otis Historical Archives is committed to providing open access to its collections as
far as possible within the limits of privacy and confidentiality. Access to this collection is at the discretion
of the Otis Historical Archives and material contained within the records may be subject to review
before access is granted.

Restrictions: This collection is unrestricted.
Condition: This collection may include fragile material that requires special or limited handling.

Historical Note: The Army Medical Museum building, known as the “Old Red Brick,” was built in 1888. It
was conceived by curator John Shaw Billings. He consulted with German architect Adolf Cluss to design
the new building. The four-story structure was practical, with two large wings, one each for the Army
Medical Museum and the Surgeon General’s Library. The wings were connected by a central block of
offices and workrooms. As its name suggests, the new building was constructed of red brick, which,
along with concrete and iron, made it nearly fireproof. The building was occupied by the museum and
eventually the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology until 1968, when it was demolished to make room
for the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden.

Scope and Content Note: The collection contains architectural drawings, legal documents, and
correspondence. The documents cover the initial call for support for the museum from colleagues and
Congress as well as the proposals for services and supplies for the new museum.

A significant amount of the correspondence is from John Shaw Billings, as he was instrumental in the
establishment of the museum at the Old Red Brick location. In a significant amount of the
correspondence, Billings implores his colleagues to reach out to Congress to promote the need for the
medical library and museum.
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BOX AND CONTENT LIST

Box 001

00001.
00002.
00003.
00004.
00005.
00006.
00007.
00008.
00009.

Box 002

00001.
00002.
00003.
00004.
00005.
00006.
00007.

Diagrams and Museum Cases (See oversize Red Brick File)

Army Medical School draft of “Beurer” certificate

J.S. Billings correspondence regarding gathering support for library and museum
J.S. Billings Feb. 1887-July 1887, Chronologic order bonds of agreement
Correspondence regarding cases for library and museum

Case specifications Billings

Case specifications Billings

Proposals and specifications for cases

Correspondence discussing the Old Red Brick building, 1884-1888

Articles of agreements/contracts for services
Bonds/agreements/contracts for services

Billings, outgoing correspondence, Jan. — July 1887

Outgoing correspondence, Billings, Aug. — Dec. 1887

Billings, Outgoing Correspondence, Jan. — Apr. 1888
Correspondence for cremating furnace and water tank for museum
Floor plans and space measurement correspondence

Box 003: Oversize Box

00001.
00002.
00003.

Box 004:

00001.

Historical Landmark Certificate
Schedules for proposals and charts for cases, bookshelves, and stairs
Blueprints/floorplans

Bound Volume: Printed matter relating to the proposed new building for the Library and
Army Medical Museum (FRAGILE)
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